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)y Ame man composer Roger Cichy (b.1956), is a
srire 01: he events that took place when Orville and
g f ,ﬁnally “slipped the surly bonds of earth” and
k powered ﬂlght The three-movement work was
5 Qne‘d‘m 1999 by the University of Georgia Bands to celebrate the
(lQ. i aImlv.ersary of powered flight. Composed in three movements, the
. -cmusm chronicles the events as they unfolded on that historic day a century
o agOr The first movement is titled Morning’s Cold — A Day For History. In the
~ words of the composer, it

, anc ﬂle v1s1bn innovation and sacrifice of a century of
tion herc -ﬁ; : mposmons feature works from three categories: “...represents the conditions of things as daylight broke on
; iﬁ :b’apd,td"mmlssmm marches and film scores. While each selection December 17, 1903. From the morning’s icy cold conditions to
i\ '1s .ﬁmgue tollectlvely they share a common thread of aircraft, the inventors the Wright brothers’ state of mind after an unsuccessful

ho created them and the pilots who flew them. attempt a few days earlier, this movement builds in optimism
and hope as the two brothers put their years of
experimentation on the line.”




The second movement, titled The Kittyhawk “Flyer”, portrays the image of
the Wright Flyer—the majesty of the aircraft and the accomplishments of its
creators. With the sounds of spinning propellers, churning engines, and the
exciting take-off, the third movement tells the story of the first flight.
“Success four flights...” is the movement’s title, taken from a telegram the
Wright brothers sent to their father informing him of their historic first, four
flights.

riginally established as the National Air Museum in 1946,

The Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space

Museum officially opened in its current location on the
National Mall in Washington, D.C., July 1, 1976. The museum holds the
largest collection of historic air and spacecraft in the world, including the
original 1903 Wright Flyer. The United States Air Force Band
commissioned American composer Claude T. Smith (1932-1987) to compose
a work dedicated to the museum. Pachelbel’s Canon in D and strains of The
Air Force Song are woven into the score. Under the baton of Conductor
Emeritus Colonel (Ret.) Arnald D. Gabriel, the Concert Band premiered
Flight on November 1, 1984, for the opening of the Milestones of Flight
gallery. The composition was subsequently adopted as the official march of
the National Air and Space Museum.

arnstorming was one of the first manifestations of civil

aviation in the history of flight, and the Curtiss JN-4 Jenny

biplane was a favorite vehicle of the stunt pilots who landed
in farmers’ fields to perform thrilling air shows and sell joy rides. When a
barnstormer came to town, business as usual came to a halt and all the
townspeople gathered to enjoy the show. The Jenny and the romance of the
barnstormer’s life were captured in the 1975 film, The Great Waldo Pepper,
starring Robert Redford. The Great Waldo Pepper March is from the film’s
score by Henry Mancini (1924-1994). While studying at The Julliard School
in New York City, Mancini was drafted to serve in World War II as a tail-
gunner. A fortuitous encounter with Army Air Forces Orchestra leader
Major Glenn Miller resulted in his transfer to an Air Force Band, where he
honed the skills that eventually earned him the reputation of being one of
America’s finest film composers.

EREFER.



n 1940, before America engaged in World War II, the battle of
Britain dominated the news. Stories of Royal Air Force pilots
FEe e flying their Hawker Hurricanes and Supermarine Spitfires in
tors mar _,w vas one of Sousa’s last daring and heroic missions inspired many American men to cross the pond
-__3 q\ientua'lly rose to the rank of and join the fight. In all, 244 American pilots flew for the Royal Air Force
Fighter Command in three units known as Eagle Squadrons. From
September 1940 until they were incorporated into the U. S. Army Air Force
in 1942, the Eagle Squadrons destroyed 73 German planes. Britain’s March
King, Kenneth J. Alford (1881-1945) published his Eagle Squadron march
in 1942 while serving as the Director of Music for the Royal Marines at
Plymouth. The march pays homage to all who served in the Eagle
Squadrons and contains musical quotes from The Star-Spangled Banner,
The Royal Air Force and Rule Britannia.
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‘:-‘I_nefﬂisted in the Army in
rmy Air Corps, and during his

ny riéinally titled the Flight Symphony)
h 'i"l)213')-, his only work for band. The composer
ribed “1; "q-n,aréfl’r as portraying a “new kind of soldier, one who
not ma J'lh' dtralght lines” but “struck in stealth with speed,

- e;if:\ug, as quickly as he came,” just as the 18t Air Commandos would
'do. The Army Air Force Technical Training Command Band in Atlantic

Ll
e 51-' G-Hy, New Jersey, premiered the work in 1943, with Barber on the podium.

Al ?jéommahdc Group, an

n'afy 1‘h|,1t§ apphcatlon of air

g of ligh tna‘nsport planes, bombers,
dea 'fhelr own air cover with P-51

found great success in the China-Burma-

e PQ‘U.Ildﬂ.tIQIl for today’s special operations. Their

o q\ aic
"b n,n.e' ?&nyi Place,” whlch is still proudly used by the 16th




tary also erﬂploYed hundreds of gliders. The most w1dely
U.S. troop/cargo ghder was the Waco CG-4A Hadnan This

h
By l'i.der was 'mamred by a pilot and copilot, and could carry 13 troops and their
?""._- .e‘qu1pment or a vehicle such as a jeep deep into enemy territory.
Chief Master Sergeant (Ret.) Floyd Werle (b.1929), former chief arranger for
The United States Air Force Band, had this to say about his Glider Pilots’
Reunion March:

“I wrote this at the behest of a group of fascinating and
stalwart men, the World War II Glider Pilots’ Association,
who were the pilots of the huge troop-carrying gliders
towed behind cargo planes and then released over target in
many campaigns, who boasted of, among other things, ‘the
highest court-martial and casualty rate in the Army."”

The march was composed for a reunion that took place in Washington, D.C.,
and includes tunes reminiscent of the pilots’ best-loved barracks ballads.




mong the many aviation firsts in 1931 were achievements by two

pioneers made famous by their service in World War I. U.S.

Army flight instructor Clyde “Upside-Down” Pangborn made the

first transpacific crossing from Japan to the United States in 41 hours

and 13 minutes; and famed Air Force aviator [then Army Major] Jimmy
Doolittle, flying a Laird Super Solution, won the first Bendix Trophy Race, a
competition established to inspire manufacturers to build faster, more reliable
and durable aircraft. American composers responded to the aviation
revolution with music that reflected the times. As the title suggests, Edwin
Franco Goldman’s 1931 march Onward-Upward is a fast and furious concert
march with musical ascents, descents, spins and dives that conjure up vivid
images of daring aviators in the sky. With a cache of more than 100 marches,
Goldman’s vast repertoire is second only to America’s March King, John
Philip Sousa.

n 1941, Pilot Officer John Gillespie Magee, Jr., was an

American serving in the Canadian Air Force when he authored

the poem High Flight. He sent the verse to his parents just
months before his Spitfire collided with another aircraft over England,
causing his death. He was 19 years old. High Flight has become an aviation
literature hallmark, and the words have inspired many musical
compositions. Among them is a three-movement work by W. Frances
McBeth titled, Through Countless Halls of Air (Op. 84, 1993). The title is
taken from the eighth line of the poem: I've chased the shouting wind
along, and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. The three
movements take the listener on a musical journey through three stages in
the evolution of flight. Movement one, First Flight: Daedalus and Icarus,
recalls the ancient myth of the father, who unsuccessfully tries to save his
son. The Wright brothers and the famous location of the first powered
airplane flight inspire the second movement, Kitty Hawk: Orville and
Wilbur. The final movement, High Flight: The BeeGee and the Blackbird,



"tI‘aVeTsmg the air
j rms or sunshine fair. Amen.

_ T g Ty s w th these words that Air Force men and women who have given the

foaals va T L . 1y ; imate sacrifice are laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. The Air
S i Force Hymn, based on a tune titled “Quebec,” is a moving tribute that serves
7 to honor our American heroes. In 1993, the Military Airlift Command Band,
at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, commissioned American composer Robert
Jager (b.1939) to compose Lord, Guard and Guide, a work for concert band
based on the Air Force Hymn. The theme is used throughout the
composition, and as the music takes flight, it captures the feeling of
wonderment felt by young pilots. Following a lovely chorale, the work
concludes with a musical “amen.”
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ates Air Force Band is wholeheartedly committed to reflecting the diversity of our
v e.actlvely encourage individuals from all cultural and ethnic backgrounds to learn
r organization and seek positions with America’s International Musical Ambassadors.
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