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CRITICAL ACCLAIM

Noted personalities, concert-goers and newspaper critics have been lavish in their praise about performances by The United States Air Force Band. The following are highlights of letters and editorial comments:

In ALABAMA…

“The United States Air Force Band…is no fly-by-night outfit.  These are conservatory-trained pros, and the discipline that their conductor exercises is musical, not military.”

The Birmingham News (Birmingham)

In EGYPT…

“One of the best in the world.  From the very beginning the audience was literally conquered.”

Progres Dimanche (Cairo)

In ENGLAND…

“One of the greatest bands in musical history.” 

Daily News (Sussex)

In FLORIDA…
 “I was very impressed with the level of musical achievement that these ensembles have attained.  Considering your investment of time, the musical products and the services rendered, I think that your ensembles represent some of the very best our military and government have to offer.  Again, my congratulations and thanks to you and your musicians for a wonderful musical experience.”

John Drew, Professor of Music, Florida State University (Tallahassee)
In GERMANY…

“This unforgettable concert must be recorded in the history of German-American post-war relations not only as an artistic event, but also an evening of great power to enhance international relations…each of the musicians is an unsurpassable virtuoso.”

Heidelberger Tageblatt (Heidelberg)

In ILLINOIS…

“The audience was enthusiastic simply because the Band performed so well.  It was a stunning program—well executed, well planned, and a wonderful evening’s entertainment.  The fact that it was free made the audience all the more appreciative.”

Olivet Nazarene College (Kankakee)

In ITALY…
“An organization without precedent.  It plays all types of music with maximum professional skill.”

Il Popolo (Rome)

In MICHIGAN…

“The performance in every respect was first class.  The standing-room only crowd could have listened to the musicians all night and still would have begged for more.  A performance such as yours is a great inspiration to the community, reminding the citizens of the pride they should take in being American.”

Battle Creek Enquirer (Battle Creek)

In MOROCCO…

“Tangier has never been quite so lavishly entertained as it was on that evening by The United States Air Force Band.  So far as it concerns the quality of music, we can only say that most enthusiastic praises previously published by the Band were in no way exaggerated.” 

Gazette (Tangier)

In TEXAS…

“The military’s emphasis on quality finds no better expression than in the caliber of The Air Force Band.  The ensemble performs precisely and cohesively in a range of musical styles.  The program was presented with all the smooth polish associated with show business at its best.  Spontaneous ovations prompted four encores from the band…capping off a thorough demonstration of American skill and patriotism.”

Record News (Wichita Falls)

In WASHINGTON, DC…

“Leonard Bernstein’s Candide overture sounded like a piece composed for military band Tuesday evening on the west steps of the Capitol.  The U.S. Air Force Band, playing in its free summer concert series, gave a virtuoso performance-lively, colorful and muscular.”
The Washington Post
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