Time Travels

Caprice for Band

SMSgt Robert Thurston

The United States Air Force Band

Flutes 1 & 2
Piccolo
(doubling Flute 3)

Oboe
English Horn

E-flat Clarinet
Clarinets 1-3
Bass Clarinet

Bassoons 1 & 2
Contrabassoon (opt.)

Alto Saxes 1 & 2
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax

Trumpets 1-3

(1 doubling Piccolo Tpt.)
Horns 1-4
Trombones 1-3
Bass Trombone
Euphoniums
Tubas

Instrumentation

Cello*
String Bass

Timpani

Mallet Percussion 1
Bells, Xylophone, Marimba, Chimes
Mallet Percussion 2

Chimes, Vibes, Marimba

Percussion 1

Snare Drum, Deep Tom, Congas,
Mark Tree, Suspended Cymbal,
Gong, Egg Shaker

Percussion 2

Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum,
Triangle, Tambourine, Finger Cymbals,
Timbales w/ Cymbal, Gong

Harp**

Piano**

* The cello has long been a unique and distinctive voice in The U.S. Air Force Band. The cello part is extensively cued for wind instruments.

** The harp part is crucial, but could be covered by piano or synthesizer. If either harp or piano is unavailable, a composite part is included.



About the Composition

| composed "Time Travels" to highlight the virtuosity of the musicians of the United States Air Force
Band. There is no underlying programmatic idea or structure; it is a free-from caprice, moving
freely (almost improvisationally) from one idea to the next—wherever my ear happened to lead me
that day.

As | was completing "Time Travels" in early September 2012, | was saddened to learn of the death of
Dr. James E. Croft, one of my teachers and mentors at Florida State University, and a tremendous
musical and personal influence. It was at Dr. Croft's urging that | auditioned as an arranger for the
Air Force Band in 1993 —a life-altering decision that still reminds me of Jim Croft as someone who
cared about his students long after they graduated, who instinctively understood their gifts, and who
never stopped trying to help them find their place in the world.

"Time Travels" is gratefully dedicated to his memory.

"Time Travels" was premiered by The U.S. Air Force Band at the Midwest International Band &
Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, IL, on Dec. 19, 2012, under the baton of Col. Larry H. Lang.

About the Composer

Senior Master Sergeant Robert Thurston is the musical programming manager and chief
composer-arranger for The United States Air Force Band. Originally from Tallahassee, Florida, he
began his Air Force career in 1994,

Sgt. Thurston earned bachelor's and master's degrees in music education from Florida State University,
where he studied arranging and composition with Charles Carter and William Peterson. He has also
studied with Chief Master Sgt. (ret.) Michael Davis, former chief composer-arranger for the USAF Band.

Before joining the Air Force, Sgt. Thurston taught instrumental music in public schools in Florida and
Ohio. He is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), and has
several published compositions and arrangements to his credit. His arrangement of “Happy Xmas (War
Is Over),” a duet between cellist Yo Yo Ma and ukulele master Jake Shimabukuro, is featured on Yo Yo
Ma’s 2008 CD “Songs of Joy and Peace.”

As an arranger for the Air Force Band, Sgt. Thurston has written for a variety of guest artists, including
Spyro Gyra, Kool & the Gang, Restless Heart, Lonestar, Wynonna, Rita Coolidge, the Ventures, Ben
Vereen, Chaka Khan, The Miracles and Melinda Doolittle.

Sgt. Thurston is an honorary Senior Chief Petty Officer in the United States Coast Guard, having
attended the Coast Guard's senior enlisted academy in Petaluma, California. He is also a Distinguished
Graduate of the Air Force Non-Commissioned Officer Academy.

Thank you for downloading this score/part set from www.usafband.af.mil. If your ensemble chooses to
program “Time Travels,” the Air Force Band would love to hear about it! Please use the “Contact Us”
link on our homepage, and choose “Music Production and Library” from the “Recipient” drop-down.
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* |f either harp or piano is unavailable, a
composite part for one player is included.
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