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Colonel A. Phillip Waite

Commander and Conductor
Colonel A. Phillip Waite is commander and conductor of The United States Air Force Band in Washington, D.C.  This premier musical unit inspires patriotism and military service in fellow citizens, encourages troop morale, and represents the U.S. Air Force and United States of America to communities worldwide.  Colonel Waite is responsible for all activities of this 189-member squadron including equipping, training, and deploying musicians to perform nearly 2,000 missions each year, executing a $2.9 million annual budget, and caretaking a physical plant and equipment worth $28.1 million.

Prior to entering the Air Force, Colonel Waite directed choral activities at Western Illinois University, and taught choral music in Texas, New Mexico and Colorado.  In 1989, he was commissioned through the Air Force Officer Training School, winning the Dick Scobee Award for leadership and integrity, and gaining distinction as the only band officer ever selected as Officer Trainee Wing Commander.  Colonel Waite has directed The USAF Singing Sergeants and commanded Air Force bands in Japan, Illinois and Nebraska.  Prior to his current position, the colonel was deputy director of the Community Relations Directorate in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs.  In this position, he assisted the director in fostering public awareness and understanding of Department of Defense missions, personnel, facilities, equipment and programs; and providing community relations policy guidance regarding the use of military aviation assets, bands, honor guards, speakers, and the use of new and emerging media.

Colonel Waite has conducted more than 1,100 programs in six countries and 46 of the 50 United States before 11 million live and 53 million television audiences.  His concert highlights include multiple White House performances for Presidents George H.W. Bush and William J. Clinton, and featured appearances before President George W. Bush and United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  He led The USAF Band’s 50th Anniversary re-creation of the Glenn Miller Army Air Forces Orchestra in 21 cities and Carnegie Hall, and a July 4th extravaganza on Boston’s Esplanade before 500,000; performances for the dedication of the national Korean War Veterans Memorial and the Vietnam Women’s Memorial; an Air Force 50th Anniversary celebration featuring the first-ever U.S. Military Tattoo in Japan; and a multimedia tribute to 16 of the world’s greatest living aviators and aerospace pioneers.  Colonel Waite also produced the public opening of the Pentagon Memorial on the evening of September 11, 2008, for more than 4,200 visitors.  While serving at the Pentagon, he led a joint team of 31 military legal, policy, legislative and band experts in drafting new legislation governing the performance of military musicians, and was directly responsible for it being signed into law by President Obama as part of the 2010 National Defense Authorization Act.  During his first year as commander and conductor of The USAF Band, notable performances included presentations at two Major League baseball games; community relations concerts in eight states representing the Air Force to 35,000 Americans; a public television broadcast taping honoring five veteran heroes that featured guest artists Jo Dee Messina, Ronan Tynan and Arturo Sandoval; and a performance on NBC’s TODAY reaching 18 million viewers globally.
EDUCATION:

1980
Bachelor of Music Education-Voice, Eastman School of Music, University of Rochester, N.Y.

1986
Master of Music, Choral Conducting, New Mexico State University, N.M.

1987
Sixty-six hours toward the Doctor of Musical Arts, Choral Music, Arizona State University, Ariz.

1989
Distinguished Graduate, Officer Training School, Lackland AFB, Texas

1994
Distinguished Graduate, Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

2002
Top Third, Master of Military Operational Art and Science, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

2008
Distinguished Honor Graduate (No. 1 of 60), Defense Information School, Fort George G. Meade, Md.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1. September 1989 – January 1995, Officer in Charge/Director, The Singing Sergeants, The USAF Band, Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C.

2. January 1995 – September 1995, Vice Commander/Conductor, The USAF Band, Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C.

3. October 1995 – September 1998, Commander/Director, The USAF Band of the Pacific – Asia, Yokota Air Base, Japan

4. October 1998 – July 2001, Commander/Conductor, The USAF Band of Mid-America, Scott Air Force Base, Ill.

5. August 2001 – June 2002, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, Ala.

6. June 2002 – July 2003, executive officer to the Commandant, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, Ala.

7. August 2003 – June 2007, Commander/Conductor, The USAF Heartland of America Band, Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.

8. June 2007 – July 2008, Deputy Chief, Outreach Division, Secretary of the Air Force Office of Public Affairs, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

9. July 2008 – May 2010, Deputy Director, Community Relations Directorate, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

10. June 2010 – present, Commander and Conductor, The United States Air Force Band, Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling, Washington, D.C.

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Defense Meritorious Service Medal

Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with nine oak leaf clusters

USAF Band Officer of the Year for 2000

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION:

Second Lieutenant
Sept. 28, 1989

First Lieutenant

Sept. 28, 1991

Captain


Sept. 28, 1993

Major 


Jan. 1, 2001

Lieutenant Colonel
Jan. 1, 2006
Colonel


May 1, 2011







